standard Japanese Bitterling fish are used. The fish are placed in a bowl containing a known quantity of water and pregnant urine, and observations are made at 24-hour intervals. ' In positive cases there is enlargement and lengthening of the ovipositor. This test is again complicated and entails the maintenance of the standard type of fish.
The detection of histidine (Vanrell and Miserachs, 1935) in the urine of pregnant women as a possible method of diagnosis has been commented on by several workers.
The need for a simple, inexpensive test is apparent. Of the intradermal tests, the test of Benjamin Gruskin (1936) , subsequently confirmed by E. Schwartz (1936) and G. Pangalos (1939) , deserves attention. Gruskin based his test on previous work done by himself (1929, 1932, 1933) (Hi) The utility of test is in (a) its simplicity of performance, (6) the rapidity of diagnosis, and (c) the high percentage of accuracy.
